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Agenda

L. Call to Order and Roll Call
II. Approval of the Agenda for 11/4/25
II1. Approval of the Minutes from 9/16/25
IV. Chairperson’s Remarks
V. New Business
a. Policy Presentation from the Girls Committee
b. Committee Updates
VL Member Updates
VII.  Public Comments
VIII. Adjournment

Summary

The Illinois Council on Women and Girls met for its fourth quarterly meeting of 2025 in both the
Chicago and Springfield office, as well as virtually. Lieutenant Governor Stratton directed Maria
Peterson to conduct a roll call to establish quorum. As quorum was established, the Lieutenant
Governor entertained a motion to approve the public agenda, which was moved by Mayor Nancy
Rotering, seconded by Kaethe Morris Hoffer, and approved. Lieutenant Governor Stratton then
entertained a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the Q3 meeting on September 16, 2025,
which was moved by Kaethe Morris Hoffer, seconded by Mayor Nancy Rotering, and approved.

The Lt. Governor spoke about the success of Illinois’s first Menopause Awareness Week in
October, which saw almost 800 participants in both in-person and virtual informational events across
[linois. Lt. Governor Stratton then welcomed new member Melissa Flores to the Council. The Lt.
Governor then asked Nikita Richards Calahan to give an update on the progress of the 2025-2026
Girls Lead program, which opened its application in November. Moving onto new business, Lt.
Governor Stratton welcomed the members of the Girls Committee to present the policy projects that
they have worked throughout 2025. The girls presented on three different issue areas: women’s
healthcare research, safety on public transportation, and career access resources for high school girls.
The girls then answered questions from the Council members about their policy recommendations.

The Council then heard updates from the subcommittees of Leadership and Inclusion, Gender-
Based Violence, Academic and Economic Opportunity, and the Girls Committee, as well as any
member updates. The Lt. Governor let the Council members know that Maria would send the 2026
Council dates via email after they had been approved. Lieutenant Governor Stratton entertained a
motion to adjourn the meeting, which was moved by Mayor Nancy Rotering, seconded by Melissa
Flores, and approved.
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