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A present majority of currently represented voting member positions shall constitute a 

quorum: i.e.  13 

Position Name Present Phone Absent 

Chair 

Chair (LG's Office) Lt. Governor Juliana Stratton x      

Departmental Rep. 

Dept. of Agriculture Brian Rennecker x      

  Kristi Jones     x  

Dept. of Commerce & Economic 

Opportunity Wendy Bell   x    

Environmental Protection Agency Christine Davis   x    

Dept. of Natural Resources Steve Altman   x    

Dept. of Transportation Thomas Brooks   x    

Misc. Rep. 

National Great River Research and 

Education Center Ted Kratschmer x      

Association of Illinois Soil and 

Water Conservation Districts Stephen Fulling     x  

Community & Nonprofit Rep. 

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Doug Blodgett   x    

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Danielle Anderson     x  

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Matthew Stafford     x  

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Darren Melvin   x    

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Allen LaPointe x      

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Nani Bhowmik     x  

Community & Nonprofit Mem. 

Konstantine "Dean" 

Alonistiotis   x    

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Phil Gonet   x    

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Jason McNeill     x  

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Tyrone Coleman     x  

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Gordon Tucker     x  

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Lindsay Keeney   x    

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Brett Stawar x      

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Reed Wilson     x  

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Wendell Shauman     x  

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Brett Nissen     x  

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Pending       

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Pending       

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Pending       

Community & Nonprofit Mem. Pending       
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Ex-Officio (non-voting member) 

Ex-Officio (non-member) Pending       

Guest (non-member) 

Guest Nicole Saulsberry   x    

Guest Paul Rhode   x    

Guest Emily Jenkins     x  

Guest Anna-Lisa Castle   x    

Guest Robert Sinkler   x    

Guest Dale Chapman x   

Guest Mindy Barnett  x  

Guest Lauren Lurkins  x  

Guest Rep. Monica Bristow x   

Guest Mayor Mike McCormick x   

Guest Mayor Brant Walker x   

Guest Patrick McGinnis x      

Lt. Governor's Staff (non-member) 

N/A Robert Mannis x      

N/A Levi Bain x      

 

1. Lt. Governor Stratton called the meeting to order at 10:07AM 

 

• Roll call taken and quorum established 

 

2. Approval of the meeting agenda for December 18th, 2019 and meeting minutes from 

September 18th, 2019 

 

• Agenda 

o Motion made by Ted Kratschmer 

o Motion seconded by Brett Stawar 

o All in favor 

o None opposed 

• Minutes 

o Motion made by Ted Kratschmer 

o Motion seconded by Allen LaPointe 

o All in favor 

o None opposed 

 

3. Chairperson’s remarks 

 

• Lt. Governor Stratton 

o Thanked everyone for attending 

▪ Dale Chapman presents welcoming remarks 

• Briefly discussed the Swarovski Waterschool that is at the 

National Great rivers Research & Education Center 

o Discussed 
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▪ Work that the she does with the other councils she chairs and with the 

Governor 

▪ The structure of the Illinois Rivers Coordinating Council moving forward 

▪ The development of this Council’s strategic report 

▪ The need for each committee to have chairs that help drive the committees’ 

work 

 

4. New business 

 

• Lt. Gov. Stratton 

o Strategic Report Discussion 

▪ Each committee should focus on what they want as the priority points for 

the Council within the next few years 

▪ At the next council meeting, my office will present a report to the Council 

for folks to provide substantive feedback; at or before the subsequent 

meeting, my office will ensure that the report is finalized for the Council 

to hold a vote on whether to move forward with it and to further discuss 

implementation strategies 

o Committee Content Discussion 

▪ Conservation & Environmental 

• Doug Blodgett 

o Two things of importance are that (I) the committee wants 

to talk more about ways to address the nutrient problem 

in Illinois, and (II) the committee wants to think about 

existing programs for addressing this issue so that we 

ensure that available resources are being utilized in 

Illinois 

• Lauren Lurkins  

o We discussed the importance of potentially introducing 

federal-cost bearing from the US EPA to assist the IEPA 

in off-setting the cost of planning and implementing 

nutrient loss reduction strategies 

• Brett Stawar 

o Tourism is important and I think we should begin looking 

at ways to address this, potentially through the economic 

development & infrastructure committee 

▪ Lt. Gov. Stratton 

• Yes. I would like to lift up messages 

related to the economic development 

that’s taking place throughout the State. I 

will continue to look for ways to do this 

o Brett Stawar 

▪ I will look at ways to 

support this effort 

▪ Economic Development & Infrastructure 

• Ted Kratschmer 

o This committee discussed the Illinois Rivers Integrated 

Management Plan, which needs to be updated. There’s a 

need to invigorate the plan and talk a bit about what the 
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plan is and why it’s important to refresh it. However, 

writing the plan may be outside the scope of the 

committee and Council 

o We also discussed flood protection and infrastructure. 

With this we wanted to potentially undertake a policy 

review of options for landowners who have flood damage 

on their lands on a regular basis. Furthermore, we may 

want to address policy gaps so that we can potentially help 

to close them 

o We also discussed navigation infrastructure on rivers and 

the fact that it’s fairly outdated; there’s a long history of 

wanting to get some of it updated 

• Steve Altman 

o We talked about a policy review of floods that we 

experienced this year. We looked at some of the success 

we had with addressing these floods, which is mostly due 

to buy-outs 

• Nicole Saulsberry 

o The protection of the wetlands and making sure they are 

secure is important to prevent future flooding 

o There is a 2025 strategy some organizations in the State 

have set for a 25% reduction and 15% reduction in select 

bacteria that kills nutrients in the waterways 

• Lt Gov. Stratton 

o Ted and Steve, you mention flooding and I want you all 

to know that Illinois is working at the state and federal 

level to help prevent flooding because of the impact it has 

on entire communities 

• Nicole Saulsberry 

o Much of what we so far discussed goes back to the 

staffing levels at IEPA. “Protecting IEPA’s Health so it 

can Protect Ours” is a report the agency put our which 

identifies the severe staffing shortage at IEPA -- without 

staffing it’s difficult to monitor or manage any other core 

responsibilities related to the health of our waterways. We 

need support for effective rule making, monitoring, and 

outreach – everything stems from the funding and 

foundational support for IEPA 

▪ Asian Carp & Other Invasive Species 

• Robert Mannis 

o Among other things, this committee discussed the role of 

IDRN is fighting invasive species and ways to use the 

familiarity of the Asian Carp name as a way to lift up the 

names of other invasive species as part of an awareness 

campaign 

• Nicole Saulsberry 

o There was a symposium several years ago at the 

University of Chicago. It highlighted that if we’re going 
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to tackle this topic, we need to tackle something we won’t 

have to redo a few years from now 

• Mindy Barnett 

o IDNR has the Great Lakes Invasive Species Coordinating 

Committee, through which the agency does some work 

with all the other Great Lake States and regional partners 

to address the issues of invasive species. By working with 

other states, we are able to not just abide by our own rules 

but are also able to help protect other states and visa-versa 

o With regards to the Asian Carp, we can’t necessarily 

eradicate it entirely without harming other species and the 

environment, so our primary goal is to get it to a 

manageable level 

o We have a strategic plan that we use for addressing 

different invasive species, from animals to plants. It 

would be good to share this with the Council, and perhaps 

this is something the Council can support 

• Lt. Gov. Stratton 

o We want to know what else is out there, what other 

resources are already created – we need a document that 

provides this information so that we can educate others. 

Also, there are experts that we should pull in to be a part 

of the work we do on this Council 

 

5. Member updates 

 

• Ted Kratschmer 

o The National Great Rivers Research & Education Center will soon release an 

update about the nutrient reduction strategies in Illinois and the science behind the 

work the Center does. Through this, folks will get to see some of what the State is 

doing to stop this nutrient reduction 

o The Illinois Nutrient Reduction Strategy Conference is happening on December 

3rd & 4th; folks show attend if possible 

o The Resilience Low Funding Loan Act proposes a couple hundred million dollars 

to provide funding for natural infrastructure that will mitigate and lower flood 

heights. Folks should call their representatives to support this bill if possible  

 

6. Public comment 

 

• Rep. Monica Bristow 

o Brief remarks thanking the Council, and expressing enthusiasm, for their work 

• Mayor Brant Walker 

o Brief remarks thank the Council for coming to Alton 

o Brief remarks concerning flooding in the area: 

▪ Alton this year just went through its second largest flood – the economic 

impact was $8.2 million. This put a lot of people out of work 

▪ Mitigation when it comes to Alton needs to be more than lip service; a 

flood wall would save the City of Alton millions of dollars 
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▪ People need to understand what ‘river infrastructure’ means from an 

economic and human perspective 

o Patrick McGinnis 

▪ See Appendix I  

 

7. Meeting adjourned at 11:24AM 

 

• Motioned made by Brett Stawar 

• Motion seconded by Thomas Brooks 

• All in favor 

• None opposed 
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